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REMARKS 

THe specification has been amended. Claim 1 , - , 5 have been lumbered as Claims 10-1* 
Claims K 3 - 4, 7, 9, 1 1, and 13 have bee, tended. Claims 2, 8, and 12 have been cancelled fi™ 
the application without prejudice. Claims 1, 3 - 7, 9 - 11, and 13 ~ 14 remain i„ the application. 

L Objection to the Specification 

Paragraph 1 of the Office Action dated July 6, 2004 (hereinafter, "the Office Action") states 
that the disclosure is objected to because of embedded hyperlinks. Be information provided as Web 
page addresses was intended merely as address references, and not as actual hyperlinks. However, 
the address references have now been removed, and the Examiner is requested to withdraw this 
objection. 

H- Objection to the Claims 

Paragraphs 2 - 3 of the Office Action state that the claims are objected to because of 
misnumbering, and that Claims 11 - 1 5 are t,ow renumbered as Claims 10 - 14. This numbering 
correction has been used herein. The Examiner is therefore requested to withdraw this objection. 

DL Ejection Under 35 I l.s r 51 f> ,^ 0nd DarattB , rh 

Paragraph 5 of the Office Action states that Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S-C. § 1 12, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite, noting that a phrase in the claim lacks antecedent basis. With 
the corrected claim numbering discussed above, this claim now has p^per antecedent basis, and the 
Examiner is requested to withdraw this rejection. 
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IV - Rejection U nder 35 UK r qj nofr) 

Paraph 7 of the Office Action states that Claims 1 - 4, 6 - 9, and 11 - 13 are ejected under 
35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by U. S. Patent 5,412,797 to Rubin. Claims 2, 8, and 1 2 have 
been cancelled from the application without prejudice, rendering the rejection moot as to those 
claims. This rejection is respectfully traversed with reference to Claims 1, 3 - 4, 6 - 7, 9, 1 1. and 13. 



Applicants' independent Claims 1 , 7, and 1 1 have been amended herein to clarify that the 
ordering of setting one association end and programmatically modifying its inverse end depends 
whether single or many multiplicity is applicable. This is discussed throughout Applicants' 
specification. (See, for example, Fig. 6 and its corresponding text.) 



on 



Applicants find no teaching in Rubin that the ordering of setting an association end and 
automatically programmatically modifying its inverse association end depends on whether the 
association end has a single or many multiplicity. Applicants therefore respectfully submit that their 
independent Claims 1 , 7, and 1 1 are patentable over Rubin, and that their dependent Claims 3 - 4, 6, 
9, and .1 3 are therefore patentabie over Rubin as well. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to withdraw the § 1 02 rejection. 

V - Rejection TJtpder 35 TI.R.f! J?m^ 

Paragraph 9 of the Office Action states that Claims 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Rubin in view of a publication of Johnson from javaworid.com. 
This rejection is respectfully traversed. 
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As demonstrated above, Applicants submit that their independent Claims 1, 7, and 1 1 are 
patcntabfeovcrRubin. Therefore, R umn « ta ^ ^ (assumif , g ^^ 
that one of skiH in the art would be motivated to attempt such combination) to render dependent 
Claimed lOunpaenfcbie. Applicants also aote that the Office Action fai, S to cite any referent 
fortheirdependentClaim 14. ClaimsS, 10, and 14 ar.ther.fore confer* patentable over the 
references, and the Examiner is respectfully requested to withdraw the §1 03 rejection. 

Coftclusip n 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the pending rejected claims, withdrawal of 
all presently outstanding objections and rejections, and allowance of all claims at an early date. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marcia L> Doubet 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 40,999 

Corresponderjce Address: Cust Nbr. 25260 
Phone: 407-343-7586 
Fax: 407-343-7587 
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